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Speak of the Friend in the mornings and the evenings: seek for

the Friend in the gloaming and at dawn.
Though they tell thee a hundred times c Thou shall not see me\' still

keep thine eyes fixed on the Vision,
Until thou shalt reach a place to which the foot of Fancy and the

eye of Thought cannot attain.
Thou shalt find the Friend in an assembly whereunto not even

Gabriel the trusted hath access.                                           85

This is the Road, this thy Provision, this the Halting-place: if thou

art a roadsman, come and bring!

And if thou art not equal to the Road, then, like the others, talk of
. the Friend and scratch the back of thy head2!

0  Hatif, the meaning of the Gnostics, whom they sometimes call

drunk and sometimes sober,

[When they speak] of the Wine, the Cup, the Minstrel, the Cup-
bearer, the Magian, the Temple, the Beauty and the Girdle,

Are those hidden secrets which they sometimes declare in cryptic
utterance.                                                                           90

If thou shouldst find thy way to their secret thou wilt discover that
even this is the secret of those mysteries,

* He is One and there is naught but He:
There is no God save Him alone!*

1  Lan tardni) the answer given to Moses when he desired to see
God face to face.  See Qur'dn, vii, 139.

2  Like one bewildered or undecided.